
 

 

 
Recreational Fisheries Strategic Plan  
Regional Constituent Workshop #3 
Northwest Region – Portland, Oregon 
May 26, 2004 
 

The third in the series of Regional Constituent Workshops supporting the development of the 
new National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Recreational Fisheries Strategic Plan 
for 2005-2009 was held at the Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission, Portland, Oregon on May 
26th for constituents in the Northwest Region. The regional workshops were designed to provide 
Recreational Fisheries constituents the opportunity to share their vision of an effective and successful 
Federal Recreational Fisheries Program, describe the characteristics and attributes of this Program, 
and discuss them in the context of a review of the draft NOAA Recreational Fisheries Strategic Plan. 
 

Randy Fisher, Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission Executive Director, welcomed the 
attendees. Opening remarks were also provided by Rebecca Lent, NOAA Deputy Asst. Administrator 
for Regulatory Programs. Following introductory comments by the workshop team, the attendees 
participated in a facilitated session designed to elicit ideas from each individual, share these ideas and 
prioritize them through small group interaction, and then jointly develop an affinity diagram 
representing a collection of the key attributes and characteristics of the group. The following diagram 
represents the product of this exercise. After a plenary review, the current draft of the Recreational 
Fisheries Strategic Plan was introduced and the attendees were given the opportunity to comment on 
the contrasts and similarities between their group product and the draft Strategic Plan. 
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The subsequent group discussion of the draft Strategic Plan included comments on the need 

for freshwater fisheries to be included in the plan.  The attendees felt that currently the plan focuses 
on just marine fisheries, but also needs to include anadromous fisheries.  The group noted that the 
West Coast Region depends on anadromous species including numerous salmon species and sturgeon. 

 
The group noted the potential for sponsored data research at universities and other agencies. 

Public and private research dealing with recreational fishing issues is appropriate data collection and 
research. The questions of “Where are the opportunities that NOAA should focus on?” and “Is there a 
Federal role for cooperative research?” were considered the next steps towards developing a process to 
incorporate more research with recreational fishing.  The participants also believed that aquaculture 
should be evaluated more before it is promoted in the plan. It was felt that the current aquaculture 
objective is inconsistent with other recreational fishing documents. 

 
The attendees also felt strongly about the use of technologies. Currently, the latest technologies 

are perceived to be geared more toward commercial fisheries than recreational fisheries. The 
technology supporting Recreational Fisheries applications needs to be kept simple. Any survey 
equipment that can be brought to recreational fishermen is a good investment, but having 
sophisticated electronics onboard private boats is not realistic. The main need is for more data 
collection equipment and people to support surveys. The suggestion of having more collection people 
on the docks gathering data was proposed by the group. This could lead to more meaningful economic 
data. The inclusion of equipment also contributes to a more complete enumeration of the total costs 
born by the recreational fisherman. The consensus was that there needs to be a shared understanding 
that these costs are not limited to those reflected in the strategic plan. 

 
Regarding fisheries tools, attendees discussed and agreed that there are many more tools that 

can be incorporated and utilized to manage fisheries. Evaluation of the use of managed closures, 
artificial reefs, hatcheries, fish ladders, water quality controls, etc. as tools for conserving and 
restoring marine species and habitat is considered necessary. Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) are 
believed to be too permanent to have the flexibility to respond to changing conditions in fisheries 
habitats and were considered by the group to be unattractive management tools. The group also felt 
that NOAA should advocate strongly for both public and private research dealing with recreational 
fishing issues. 

 
In general, the attendees were pleased to see the increase in interaction between the 

government and constituents brought about by the workshops. They indicated cautious optimism 
toward the new NOAA commitment to Recreational Fisheries and the potential for actual 
implementation of the emerging strategy. 
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